
  

 

Board Meeting Minutes 
May 9, 2019 

 

Call to order (Ed Westerman) 

Date: Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Time: 5:20 pm 
Location: Cambridge Savings Bank Cambridge, MA 

 

Attendees 

Present Ed Westerman Michael Lindgren Alex Klemmer  
 Marsha Cannon Dru Lindgren Terri Partridge  
 Peter Zschokke    
Phone David  Sherr Heidi Milne   
Not Present Garret Law Ariel Cudkowicz Evye Woldman  
 Laurie Bean Nikki Longwell Peter Smith  
 Wendy Watkins Rhonda Lushan Susan Harrington  

 
February 23, 2019 Meeting Minutes Approved 
 

Acknowledgements 

• Dru acknowledged Alex for her efforts and dedication in helping to make the 2019 Gala such a 
success and David for his continued dedication to the work that will lead to a safer world for us 
all. 

• Ed acknowledged Dru and Francine for their work on the Gala and Ariel and Wendy for their 
work on the Strategic Plan 

• Marsha acknowledged Michael for professionally leading the Gala panel discussion and his 
successful fundraising efforts. 

• Peter acknowledged KMC Productions for their professionalism. 

New Board Member Introductions (Ed Westerman) 

It was officially announced that Alex Klemmer and David Sherr have joined the board. 

 



Babson Board Fellows Presentation (Presented by Program Director, Pam Martin) 

Babson Board Fellows is an experiential learning program that places Babson MBA students and 
alumni as non-voting members of nonprofit boards. The nonprofits benefit from fresh insight as 
well as from student contributions to board committees and special projects. Students benefit 
from exposure to board-level decision making, mentorship, and project experience. The goals 
of the program are to support local nonprofits, build a culture of service within the Babson 
MBA community, and give Babson students another opportunity to put their MBA skills into 
practice. We hope to hear about fellow placement in August. 

Consortium Update (David Sherr) 

David gave his update from San Diego where he was attending the largest immunology meeting in the 
country. He was invited to speak by a Program Officer at the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences, the NIH institute that is primarily about environmental chemicals and prevention. According to 
David, “He apparently has been convinced by our work which he as seen in my visits with him down at 
the NIH, in our FTC-funded publications, and in our FTC-funded grant applications. He is now pushing 
studies on environmental causes of cancer. This is very encouraging and particularly since historically, 
this conference and other immunology conferences have only address immunotherapy in relation to 
treatment.  The impact of the environment on the immune system is finally getting some attention!” 

Consortium update: 

• Charlotte has submitted 3 papers for publication: 
o The first is a review of the “Slug” mouse model experiment.  After determining that 

when a certain gene (nicknamed Slug) was disabled, no cancer formed when the mouse 
was given known carcinogens 

o The other 2 papers are on the function of that gene 
• Gail and David are continuing to work together to detect, through testing the blood, whether a 

person has been exposed to a chemical.  David’s lab gives a mouse a known carcinogen and then 
Gail looks at what is going on in the blood right after exposure, 10 weeks after exposure and 
then once cancer forms. By determining that an exposure has occurred, the goal would be to 
“intercept” the chemical in the blood before cancer can form.  It’s a pre-cancer diagnostic called 
“Secondary Prevention”. 

• Stefano’s recent published paper in a high-profile journal (see the link on the Board Portal to 
view) has received impressive attention.  Here is a summary of the social media metrics, 
showing just how much attention it has gotten: 
-1,679 downloads 
-top 5% of all research outputs collected by the main “alternative metrics” altmetrics site.  
-96 percentile on the “High Attention Score”  
-Picked up by 6 news outlets 
-Was the most read manuscript in this high profile journal published by the National Institute of  
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) for the week of April 15. 

 

 



Executive Director’s Report 

Gala: 

• Registered guest: 459 (Don’t have actual in the room number yet) 
• Gross income projection: $510,550.00 (2018 - $373,025) 

                           Expenses: $123,000.00 (2018 - $90,614) 
                  Estimated Net: $387,550.00 (2018 - $282,411) 
   Net Income Increase 2018-2019: $105,139.00 

• Total Donations in: $427,700.00 
Total Donations outstanding: $82,850.00 

• Will be giving consortium checks as soon as we get all donations in rather than at year end. 

Marathon:  

• 5 runners raised $35,489 
• Funds raised per runner: 

o Andrew Butler: $6,115.00 
o Caleigh Quinn: $5,229.00 
o Dan Joyce: $11,855.00 
o Katy Wallace: $8,075.00 
o Lisa Horan: $4,215.00 

In Memory of Campaigns:  

• A total of $15,935.00 has been raised through in memory of donations since March. 
• The families of 3 women who have recently passed requested that in memory of donations be 

made to FTC. 
o Adrianna Cudkowicz: Ariels Mother passed away in March and so far, $3,142.00 has 

been donated in her memory. 
o Jennifer McNary: Connected to us through Terri, lost her life to breast cancer in 

February.  So far $1,780.00 has been donated. Terri told us about an event the family is 
holding in her memory in Vermont and that they have expressed interest in fundraising 
for FTC. 

o Tricia Kelly: The wife of a friend and business associate of Michael and owner of RJ Kelly, 
one of our largest donors, lost her life to breast cancer at age 46 in March.  So far 
$8,857.00 has been raised in her memory. 

• Other donations made in memory of 
o Madeline Hertzig: $2,000.00 (by David Sherr) 
o Grace Harmon: $150.00 

 

 

 

Board Portal: 



• The portal is updated with a new newsletter, updated Board contact list, David and Stefano’s 
most recent publication, the transcript from the Gala panel discussion and more. It much easier 
to log on now as we were able to figure out how to bypass that 2-step process.  

• To login, from the About Us and then Board of Director menu tabs, click Board Member Login. 
Username: boardmember Password: findthecause 

• Educational Platform: Dru will be giving a presentation at Algonquin Regional High School on 
May 21st to an Environmental Science class. Alex will be training to also give presentations.              

The Devil We Know Screening: 

We are partnering with Northeastern, Clean Water Action, Toxics Action Center, Alliance for a 
Healthy Tomorrow, and  Saavy Women’s Alliance at Northeastern on Wednesday May 15th at 6:00.  
A panel discussion with Silent Spring scientist Lauren Richter, a PFOS expert, will follow. Details are 
on our Facebook page. 

Search Committee (lead by Michael Lindgren) 

• The position has been posted on 3 websites, yielding 4 interviews. Currently the search 
committee is speaking with one of those candidates. One of the other candidates was 
determined to not have enough experience and the other 2 declined moving forward in the 
hiring process. 

• Michael and Dru had a phone interview, followed up by an in-person meeting with a potential 
candidate with Ed and Dru.  Michael and Marsha will be scheduling a time to meet with her over 
the next couple of weeks. In the mean time we will send her the Strategic Plan, which she has 
requested. 

• Ed has met with 2 Executive Search firms.  The committee will continue to research hiring a 
search company as an option. 

Strategic Plan  

• Due to the fact that Ariel and Wendy could not be present at the meeting, discussion was 
postponed 

• It is requested that all board members review the plan and respond with edits to Dru by Friday, 
May 17th. 

Financial Report  

Please review the financials provided in the email sent to the board on May 9th and reach out if you have 
questions. 

Other info 

• Peter discussed the importance of a new Board Member Orientation packet. 
• Heidi suggested having a Scientist do a 40 min or less discussion about what they are working on 

for new board members.  We could perhaps create a video. 

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm 


